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Theme: “Home / Shelter – A Place to Belong”
An exploration of belonging, safety, and welcome

Theme Introduction
This year, ADRA Europe invites children, teenagers, and young adults to reflect on a simple but meaningful idea:
What does “home” or “shelter” mean to you?
A shelter can be a house, of course, but it can also be:
 a place where you feel safe
 people who welcome you
 a moment of peace
 a tree that feels protective
 a circle of friends
 a community that cares
Everyone needs shelter. 
Everyone needs to feel they belong somewhere.
And we can help create that feeling for others through kindness and hospitality.
In this Art Contest, you are invited to show your own understanding of home or shelter — real or imagined, simple or symbolic. Your artwork can express emotions, ideas, shapes, colours, stories, or symbols that help you understand what it means to feel safe and welcome.

Participation is open to four age groups
 5–9 years
 10–14 years
 15–18 years
 19–25 years
Each group can interpret the theme in ways that feel natural to their age and creativity.

What kind of artwork can be submitted
Your artwork needs to align with to the topic of this years art contest. We accept two-dimensional artworks like painting, drawing, collage (mixed material like cut-outs, photos, drawing, painting combined).
Please take a good-quality photo of your work and submit it through our webpage link below.
We do not accept artworks created by Artificial Intelligence.

Why this theme matters
Around the world, many people — including refugees and families who have moved or rebuilt their lives — know how important shelter and a feeling of  “Home” is. This contest provides an opportunity for participants to reflect on what makes a place feel welcoming and secure.
The focus is on belonging, care, and human dignity.
We do not ask anyone to share personal or difficult experiences.

A Note on Wellbeing and Safety
We want everyone to feel comfortable:
 You do not need to draw your actual home.
 You do not need to share personal stories.
 Your shelter can be real, imaginary, or symbolic.
 Teachers and adults will not ask you to explain anything you do not want to share.
This contest celebrates creativity, hope, and the many ways people create safe places for each other.

What We Hope to See
Artworks that explore:
 what makes people feel safe
 how we welcome one another
 the beauty of shared spaces
 the idea of home in nature
 cultural symbols of belonging
 peaceful colours and shapes
 hope and new beginnings
Every expression is welcome.
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 ““Home / Shelter – A Place to Belong”
This concept remains values-based, hope-oriented, and broad enough that no participant is asked to reveal painful personal stories. The theme shall concentrate on making people feel at home, safely sheltered and shall in no way relate to the political discussion of sending people home. 

1. Core Concept (All Ages)
Home/Shelter is not understood as a building, a country, or a specific structure.
Instead, it is explored as:
 a place where we feel safe, welcome, and held with dignity
 a space where people care for one another
 something we can create together through kindness and justice
 something that can be rebuilt, imagined, or carried within us
 an environment where hope can grow
This framing allows refugee participants to engage without being asked to depict their past, while still honouring themes of protection, belonging, and resilience.

2. Deep Concept Pillars (For Communicators, Teachers, Judges)
1. Shelter as Safety
Shelter protects. It gives space to breathe, rest, learn, and grow.
2. Shelter as Welcome
A shelter can be created through hospitality, fairness, and warm-hearted community.
3. Shelter as Creativity
A shelter can be imagined: a tree canopy, a lantern, a symbolic circle, shared hands, a friendship.
4. Shelter as Shared Humanity
Everyone needs shelter — physical, emotional, relational, spiritual.
5. Shelter as Hope
Shelter can be rebuilt even after change or difficulty. Hope can create new beginnings.
These pillars keep the theme universal and gently connected to refugee experience without requiring personal disclosure.

3. Age-Tiered Theme Development & Prompts
Each age group receives a framing appropriate to their cognitive, emotional, and symbolic development.

Ages 5–9
Theme Framing:
“Shelter is a place where you feel safe and cosy. It might be a warm corner, a tree, a friendly hug, or a place where people care about you.”
Developmental Notes:
Young children think concretely. They express “home” through colours, simple shapes, people, pets, or nature.
Art Prompts (choose any):
1. A Cosy Shelter
Draw or paint a place where you feel calm or protected—real or imaginary.
2. People Who Make Me Feel Safe
A friend, teacher, grandparent, or neighbour.
3. Nature Shelters
A tree, nest, cave, or cloud that feels like a home for creatures.
4. Welcome Colours
Use colours and shapes that feel warm and friendly.
Key Safeguarding Points:
 No child must draw their actual house or family.
 No discussion of why someone might need shelter.
 Focus on feelings, not life circumstances.

Ages 10–14
Theme Framing:
“Shelter is more than a roof. It is a place, a moment, or a community where people feel protected, accepted, and welcome.”
Developmental Notes:
Children begin to understand fairness, empathy, and the idea that others may have different experiences. They can think in gentle abstractions.
Art Prompts:
1. Shelters We Create
Acts of kindness that help others feel welcome.
2. Symbolic Shelter
A lantern, circle, open hands, tent, nest, or tree canopy as a sign of protection.
3. Shared Spaces
A school, playground, or community place where everyone belongs.
4. A Shelter in Change
How people support one another during new beginnings.
Key Safeguarding Points:
 Avoid asking children to describe personal moves or disruptions.
 Representation of displacement must be symbolic, gentle, hopeful.

[bookmark: _Hlk219279418]Ages 15–18
Theme Framing:
“Shelter represents dignity. It can symbolise belonging, identity, memory, welcome, culture, and the resilience that helps people rebuild.”
Developmental Notes:
Adolescents can handle symbolic depth, questions of justice, and human dignity without entering political or traumatic detail.
Art Prompts:
1. Belonging
How spaces—real or imagined—shape our sense of home.
2. Shelter as Justice
How fairness, compassion, and solidarity create protective communities.
3. Rebuilding Home
How hope and community restore a sense of place and belonging.
Key Safeguarding Points:
 No depictions of violence, loss, or dangerous journeys.
 If referencing displacement, art must focus on resilience and the support of others.

Ages 19–25
Theme Framing:
“Shelter is a human right. It is also relational, cultural, psychological, spiritual. Exploring shelter helps us imagine societies grounded in dignity and mutual care.”
Developmental Notes:
Young adults can engage ethically and reflectively. They can explore themes of migration, belonging, and global solidarity while maintaining dignity.
Art Prompts:
1. Shelter as Human Flourishing
How shelter supports learning, rest, healing, identity, and creativity.
2. Intercultural Homes
Spaces shaped by diverse traditions and shared stories.
3. The Ethics of Welcome
Imagining communities where newcomers find dignity, protection, and care.
4. Home in Transition
How people—refugees, students, travellers, migrants, young adults—carry home within themselves.
Key Safeguarding Points:
 No personal disclosure is required.
 Avoid sensational imagery of crises.
 Focus on dignity, agency, and human connection.

4. Safeguarding Summary (Cross-Age)
To keep participants safe:
 Children and youth must not be asked to reveal personal migration or housing histories.
 Avoid images of conflict, dangerous journeys, or disaster scenes.
 Focus on hope, community, support, protection, and dignity.
 Offer the option to create imaginary or symbolic representations.
 Teachers must not press for explanations behind artworks.
 Celebrate diversity without stereotypes.

5. Spiritual & Values Layer (for Christian/faith-based contexts)
Shelter reminds us of the human longing for safety and belonging. Faith traditions teach hospitality, welcome, and protection of the vulnerable. In creating and honouring shelter, we share in the work of compassion and peace.
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Let’s take a quiet moment together.
Think about the word home.
What comes to your mind?
Home is not always just a building.
Sometimes, home is a place where you feel calm.
Sometimes, it is people who listen to you.
Sometimes, it is a small moment — like sharing a meal, laughing with a friend, or feeling safe at the end of the day.
A shelter is something that protects us.
It can protect our bodies, but it can also protect our hearts.
Kind words can be a shelter.
Friendship can be a shelter.
Being welcomed can feel like a shelter too.
Many people around the world are looking for places where they can feel safe and accepted.
We may not all live in the same kind of houses, but we all share the same need:
to belong, to be cared for, and to feel at peace.
In the Bible, we often hear that God cares about people who need protection and comfort.
Jesus showed kindness by welcoming others and making space for them.
This reminds us that we can help create “home” for others through our actions.
As you think about your artwork, you might ask yourself:
 What makes me feel safe or welcome?
 Who has helped me feel at home?
 How can I help others feel included and cared for?
Your art can use colours, shapes, light, or symbols.
There is no right or wrong answer.
Take your time.
Create your artwork reflecting about kindness.
And remember: even small acts of care can help make the world feel more like home.
(You may wish to end with a short moment of silence or a simple prayer of thanks for safety, care, and the people who help us feel at home.)
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Take a moment to pause.
When we hear the words home or shelter, we often imagine something physical: a building, a room, a door we can close behind us. But as we grow and become more aware of the world around us, we begin to understand that home can be much more than a place.
Home can be a feeling of belonging.
It can be a space where we are accepted without having to explain ourselves.
It can be a relationship where we feel safe to be honest.
It can be a community that treats people with dignity and respect.
Shelter, in this sense, is not only about protection from weather or danger.
It is also about emotional and inner safety — the kind of shelter that allows us to rest, reflect, and grow.
Music, faith, friendship, culture, and shared values can all become forms of shelter in our lives.
Many people today — including refugees, young people studying or working far from home, and those going through changes — experience moments when “home” feels uncertain or unfinished. This reflection is not about fear or loss, but about recognising how people find strength, hope, and meaning even in times of change.
In the Christian tradition, shelter and welcome are deeply connected to love and justice. Jesus often chose to spend time with people who felt unseen or excluded, creating spaces where they were listened to and valued. His example reminds us that shelter can be created through simple actions: listening, including others, standing up for fairness, and choosing kindness.
As you prepare your artwork, you might reflect on questions like:
 What does home mean to me at this stage of my life?
 Where do I feel most understood?
 Who has offered me shelter through care or encouragement?
 How can individuals and communities create spaces of welcome for others?
 What does a world shaped by dignity and compassion look like?
Your art does not need to give answers.
It can explore feelings, questions, or ideas.
It can use symbols, light, contrast, texture, or colour to express what words cannot.
You are not expected to share personal experiences unless you choose to.
This is a space for thoughtful, respectful creativity.
As you create, remember that shelter is something we can help build — not only with walls, but with attitudes, choices, and actions.
When we offer understanding, fairness, and care, we contribute to a world where more people can feel safe, seen, and at home.
(You may wish to end with a moment of silence, or a quiet prayer for wisdom, compassion, and the courage to create spaces of welcome in your everyday life.)
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Classroom Concept: “Home / Shelter – A Place to Belong”
Introducing the ADRA Europe Art Contest
Age group: around 10 years
Duration: 45–60 minutes
Subjects: Art, Citizenship, Religious Education / Ethics, Social Studies

Learning Objectives
By the end of the lesson, pupils will:
 understand that home and shelter can mean more than a building
 learn who refugees are in a simple, respectful way
 understand that many refugees are children
 develop empathy without fear or guilt
 express ideas about home and shelter creatively
 feel safe and confident to participate in the art contest

Safeguarding Principles (for the teacher)
Please keep these boundaries throughout the lesson:
 Do not ask pupils about their personal homes or family situations
 Do not ask who is or is not a refugee
 Do not show disturbing images or videos
 Avoid words like war, violence, or danger unless absolutely necessary
 Keep discussion general, calm, and hopeful
The lesson is about understanding and kindness, not personal stories.

Lesson Structure

1. Opening (5 minutes)
Say:
“Today we are going to think about home and shelter and what it means to belong.
Everyone’s idea of home can be different, and that’s okay.”
Invite a short quiet moment.
Ask softly (no hands required):
 “When do you feel comfortable or calm?”
 “What helps people feel welcome?”

2. What Is Home? (10 minutes)
Write HOME and SHELTER on the board.
Ask:
 “Is home always a house?”
 “Can people help make a place feel like home?”
Write pupils’ words on the board, for example:
safe · warm · kind · friends · family · calm · welcome · care

3. Who Are Refugees? (With Age-Appropriate Facts) (15 minutes)
Simple Explanation
Say:
“Some people cannot stay in the place where they lived before, because it is not safe or possible for them.
These people are called refugees.
Refugees are children, parents, grandparents — people just like us.”
Pause and reassure:
“We are not talking about scary details. We are learning facts and thinking about kindness.”

Age-Appropriate Refugee Facts
Present these slowly, one at a time:
 “Around the world, more than 100 million people have had to leave their homes.”
 “About 4 out of 10 of these people are children.”
 “Most refugees live in neighbouring countries, not far away places.”
 “Many refugees stay with families, in towns and cities, and go to school. Others need a home to stay and cannot go to school.”
You may add:
“This means many children around the world know what it feels like to look for safety and welcome.”

Gentle Reflection Question
Ask one question only:
 “If someone comes to a new place, what helps them feel welcome?”
Accept answers like:
kindness · smiles · help · friends · safe places · listening

4. Connecting to Values (5 minutes)
Choose one version depending on your school context.
Faith-aware option
“In the Bible, Jesus welcomed people and made them feel safe and valued.
Many faiths teach that caring for others and offering hospitality is important.”
Non-religious option
“Across cultures, people believe that kindness and fairness help everyone feel they belong.”

5. Introducing the Art Contest (10 minutes)
Explain clearly:
“The ADRA Europe Art Contest is about Home / Shelter.
You do not need to draw your real home.
You do not need to tell personal stories.
You can use imagination and symbols.”
Give safe examples:
 a tree protecting animals
 a warm light
 people sharing space
 peaceful colours
 nature as shelter
Say clearly:
“Everyone’s idea is welcome.”

6. Quiet Creative Thinking (5–10 minutes)
Invite pupils to think or sketch ideas:
 “What could show shelter without drawing a house?”
 “Which colours feel warm or safe?”
No pressure to share.

7. Closing Circle (5 minutes)
Ask one final question:
 “What is one small thing we all can do that helps people feel welcome?”
Close with:
“Through art, we can share ideas of kindness and help make the world feel more welcoming.”

Teacher Notes
 Statistics are rounded and child-appropriate
 No graphic or traumatic information is included
 Refugees are presented with dignity, not as victims
 Lesson builds understanding, empathy, and creativity
 Directly prepares pupils for the art contest
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Classroom Concept: “Home / Shelter – A Place to Belong”
Introducing the ADRA Europe Art Contest
Age group: 12–14 years
Duration: 60 minutes
Subjects: Art, Citizenship, Ethics / Religious Education, Social Studies

Learning Objectives
By the end of the lesson, students will:
 understand home and shelter as physical, emotional, and social concepts
 gain a fact-based, age-appropriate understanding of who refugees are
 recognise that many refugees are children and young people
 reflect on dignity, belonging, and welcome without personal disclosure
 prepare creatively and thoughtfully for the art contest

Safeguarding Principles (for the teacher)
Please observe these boundaries throughout the lesson:
 Do not ask students to share personal or family migration stories
 Do not ask who in the class may be a refugee
 Avoid graphic language or images
 Keep discussions reflective and values-based, not political
 Allow students to listen without speaking if they wish
The lesson focuses on understanding and imagination, not biography.

Lesson Structure

1. Opening Reflection: What Is Home? (5–7 minutes)
Invite students to sit quietly for a moment.
Say:
“When we talk about home or shelter, we often think of a place.
But as we grow older, we start to realise that home can mean much more than that.”
Ask students to think silently about:
 “Where do you feel most yourself?”
 “What helps you feel safe or accepted?”
No sharing is required.

2. Group Discussion: Beyond Buildings (10 minutes)
Write HOME and SHELTER on the board.
Ask open questions:
 “Can home exist without a house?”
 “Can people help create shelter for one another?”
 “Can values or relationships be a form of shelter?”
Invite responses and note key words such as:
belonging · trust · welcome · safety · respect · care · identity · community

3. Refugees: Facts, Not Fear (15 minutes)
Clear, Calm Explanation
Say:
“Some people are forced to leave the place where they lived because staying there is no longer safe or possible. These people are called refugees.
Refugees are ordinary people — students, families, children — whose lives have been interrupted.”
Reassure:
“We are not going into frightening details. We are learning facts to understand the world better.”

Age-Appropriate Refugee Facts
Present the following slowly and clearly:
 “Today, over 100 million people worldwide have been forced to leave their homes.” (if appropriate, break this figure down, e.g. this is as many people as the population of Germany, Switzerland and Austria combined)
 “Around 40% of them are children and teenagers.”
 “Most refugees stay in countries close to their home countries, not far away.”
 “Many refugee children go to school, make friends, and rebuild their lives in new places.”
Add:
“These facts help us understand why shelter and welcome matter so much.”

Short Reflection Question
Ask one question:
 “What helps someone feel respected when they arrive somewhere new?”
Keep answers general: fairness, listening, safety, kindness, opportunity.

4. Values and Responsibility (5–7 minutes)
Choose one framing:
Faith-aware option
“In the Bible, welcoming others is an important value. Jesus often created spaces where people felt respected and included.
This shows that shelter can be created not only with buildings, but with attitudes and actions.”
Non-religious option
“Across cultures and human rights traditions, people agree that dignity, safety, and belonging are important for everyone.”

5. Introducing the ADRA Europe Art Contest (10 minutes)
Explain clearly:
“The ADRA Europe Art Contest invites you to explore the theme Home / Shelter through art.”
Emphasise safeguarding:
 You do not need to draw your real home
 You do not need to share personal experiences
 You may use symbols, abstract ideas, or imagination
Offer examples:
 a shared space
 light or sheltering shapes
 hands, paths, circles
 nature as protection
 colours that suggest warmth or calm
Say:
“Your artwork can express ideas, questions, or hopes.”

6. Creative Preparation (10 minutes)
Invite students to:
 brainstorm ideas
 sketch symbols
 write keywords or phrases
 experiment with colour ideas
Prompt gently:
“How could you show shelter without showing a house?”
(For example, you might use light, colours, shapes, nature, or objects.)
“How could you show welcome without drawing people?”
(You could show open spaces, warm colours, paths, or symbols of care.)
No one is required to present their ideas.

7. Closing Reflection (5 minutes)
Ask students to consider silently:
 “What kind of world helps people feel at home?”
Close with:
“Art can help us imagine kinder, more welcoming communities.
Through your creativity, you can explore what shelter and belonging mean — for yourself and for others.”

Teacher Notes
 Statistics are factual, age-appropriate, and non-alarming
 Refugees are presented with dignity and agency
 Lesson integrates citizenship, ethics, and art education
 Safely prepares students for deeper creative engagement
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Classroom Concept: Home, Shelter, and Human Dignity – A Place to Belong
Citizenship, Global Responsibility & Creative Expression
Age group: 15–18 years
Duration: 60–75 minutes
Subjects: Art, Citizenship Education, Ethics / Religious Education, Social Sciences

Learning Objectives
By the end of the lesson, students will:
 understand home and shelter as human, social, and ethical concepts
 gain a fact-based understanding of refugee realities without exposure to trauma
 connect refugee experiences to global responsibility and citizenship
 recognise links to the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
 reflect on European values such as dignity, solidarity, and inclusion
 prepare thoughtfully for participation in the ADRA Europe Art Contest

Curricular Alignment
UN Sustainable Development Goals
This lesson connects especially to:
 SDG 1 – No Poverty (safe living conditions)
 SDG 10 – Reduced Inequalities (social inclusion, dignity)
 SDG 11 – Sustainable Cities and Communities (safe, inclusive spaces)
 SDG 16 – Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions (human dignity, protection)
European Citizenship Education
Aligned with key principles such as:
 respect for human dignity
 democratic values and human rights
 social responsibility and solidarity
 intercultural understanding
 active and reflective citizenship

Safeguarding Principles (Essential)
Throughout the lesson:
 Do not ask students to disclose personal or family migration histories
 Avoid graphic descriptions or imagery
 Keep discussion ethical, reflective, and non-political
 Allow students to participate silently if they wish
 Emphasise choice, dignity, and imagination
The aim is understanding — not debate or personal exposure.

Lesson Structure

1. Opening Reflection: What Is Shelter? (5–7 minutes)
Invite students to pause and reflect quietly.
Say:
“As we grow older, we begin to realise that home and shelter are not just physical places.
They are connected to dignity, safety, belonging, and identity.”
Ask students to reflect silently:
 “What helps a person feel secure and respected?”
 “Can shelter exist without walls?”
No sharing required.

2. Discussion: Shelter Beyond Buildings (10 minutes)
Write HOME / SHELTER on the board.
Ask:
 “What does shelter mean in social or emotional terms?”
 “Can communities provide shelter?”
 “How do values create or remove shelter?”
Record key ideas:
belonging · safety · justice · inclusion · respect · opportunity · care · identity

3. Refugees: Facts, Context, and Dignity (15 minutes)
Clear, Neutral Explanation
Say:
“A refugee is someone who has been forced to leave their home because staying is no longer safe or possible. Refugees are not defined by crisis — they are students, workers, artists, parents, and young people.”
Reassure:
“We are focusing on understanding, not on distressing details.”

Age-Appropriate Global Facts
Present calmly:
 “Globally, over 100 million people have been displaced from their homes.” (put this number into context, e.g. this is more than the population of Germany, Austria and Switzerland combined)
 “Around 40% are children and young people.”
 “Most refugees live in countries close to their original homes.”
 “Many rebuild their lives through education, community support, and opportunity.”
Connect gently:
“This is why access to shelter, welcome, and dignity is a global concern.”

4. Linking to SDGs and European Values (10 minutes)
Guide students to make connections:
Ask:
 “Which SDGs relate to shelter and belonging?”
 “Why is shelter important for strong, fair societies?”
Explain briefly:
 Without shelter, education, health, and participation become difficult
 Inclusive communities benefit everyone
 Human dignity is central to European democratic values
Optional faith-aware note (adapt as appropriate):
“Many faith traditions, including Christianity, teach hospitality and care for the vulnerable as expressions of justice and peace.”

5. Introducing the ADRA Europe Art Contest (10 minutes)
Explain:
“The ADRA Europe Art Contest invites you to respond creatively to the theme Home / Shelter.”
Clarify expectations:
 You do not need to represent real experiences
 You may work symbolically or abstractly
 Political statements or graphic imagery are not required
 Focus on dignity, hope, resilience, or welcome
Offer conceptual examples:
 architecture of belonging
 light, a moment of transition, or borders as symbols
 shared spaces and communities
 invisible shelters: culture, faith, friendship, memory

6. Creative Reflection Activity (10–15 minutes)
Invite students to:
 sketch concepts
 write a short artist’s intention
 list symbols, colours, or metaphors
Prompts:
 “How could you show shelter without showing a house?”
 “What would an inclusive society look like visually?”
 “What protects human dignity?”
Students may work individually and quietly.

7. Closing Reflection (5 minutes)
Ask students to reflect silently:
 “What kind of society helps people feel at home?”
Close with:
“Art can help us imagine fairer, more compassionate communities.
Through creativity, we can explore what shelter means — not only for ourselves, but for the world we share.”
Optional closing:
 a short moment of silence
 a simple reflection on responsibility, compassion, or peace

Teacher Notes
 Refugees are presented with agency and dignity, not as victims
 The lesson supports critical thinking without political debate
 Aligns with citizenship, ethics, and art curricula
 Suitable for diverse classroom contexts across Europe
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