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Community Assessment
Level

Year

Originating Institution

1

2005

General Conference

Requirements
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

Select a community or urban area that you’re familiar with and describe,
to the best of your ability, the following information: location on a map,
economic conditions, demographical description of residents (age, gender, most common jobs, etc.), degree of health access, crime rate, and
education.
List the needs you see in your community. This can include better support for low-income families, assistance for lonely or elderly people, and
better clean up of public areas, etc.
Listen to a community leader, teacher, church pastor, or police officer
talk about ways that someone like you can make a positive impact in a
community. Remember to take notes.
Report in your own way to your Pathfinder Club about your findings and
describe what you have specifically learned about the community you
chose. Be creative.
Describe the most important improvements your community needs and
what you can do to help.
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Community Development
Level

Year

Originating Institution

1

2009

General Conference

Requirements
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.

Define “community development.”
Explain to your instructor why some countries are considered “developing” while others are referred to as “developed.”
Name five developing countries and list three things that ADRA is doing
in these countries that would be considered “development” and two
things that would fall under “relief.”
Read about why there are poor people among us in the book Desire
of Ages, written by Ellen G. White (Chapter 70, “The Least of These My
Brethren”). Describe to your instructor what you learned.
Describe at least one need in your community that requires attention.
Write a short community development plan that your Pathfinder group
can implement (planting trees, cleaning parks or yards, repainting public
walls, etc.). The plan should describe the activity, group size, transportation logistics, and materials.
Spend at least four hours participating in one of the following field trips:
a.
b.
c.

Participate with a group that provides assistance to the homeless in your
community.
Participate with a work team that is repairing or building housing for the
poor.
Work in a food distribution center, soup kitchen, or homeless shelter in your
community.
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Community Service
Level

Year

Originating Institution

1

2005

General Conference

Requirements
1.

Read the following Bible texts and explain what you think God is asking
us to do to help the poor and suffering in our community:
a.
b.
c.

2.

3.
4.

Isaiah 58:3-12
Luke 10:25-37
Matthew 25:31-46

Explain to your instructor 1) what the letters “ADRA” stand for and the
difference between “development” and “relief”; 2) talk about a local
organization that serves the poor and disadvantaged in your community
and what services it provides.
Meet with a community leader in your area and ask about projects that
your Pathfinder unit could accomplish to help meet needs in your community.
Plan, organize, and complete a community service project with your
Pathfinder unit or class in your community. This project should target
a certain need that your community has. Total time from planning to
completion of this project should be approximately 10 hours.
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Conflict Resolution
Level

Year

Originating Institution

3

2009

General Conference

Requirements
DISCUSSION GROUP (Adult Facilitator Required)
1.

Explain how Christ encouraged people in conflict in the following Bible
stories. Identify the nature of the conflict or human needs in each story
that you explain.
a.
b.
c.

2.
3.
4.
5.

Discuss relationship, identity, racial, and cultural conflicts that teenagers in your community face today (i.e. relationship with parents, self
esteem, friendships).
Describe the types of human needs and give a real-life example of each.
What is active listening? Practice active listening by role playing conflicts
noted in #2.
Apply the following method of conflict resolution to an example in #2.
a.
b.
c.
d.

6.
7.
8.

John 8:1-11 (Mary Magdalene)
Matthew 18:1-6 (Disciples – Greatest Kingdom in Heaven)
1 Kings 3:16:28 (Solomon and the Baby)

Set the scene
Gather information
Identify the problem
Brainstorm solutions

Negotiate a solution.
Explain how to make a referral to a professional counselor or pastor.
Discuss your own motives for wanting to help your friends when they
face conflict. What about strangers?
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Disaster Response
Level

Year

Originating Institution

1

2005

General Conference

Requirements
1.

Explain the type of damage most likely to occur to homes, individuals,
and communities for each of the following major types of disaster, and
indicate for each in which parts of the world it occurs most frequently:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.

2.
3.
4.
5.

Describe briefly the types of services that are provided to survivors of
disasters in your country by ADRA, the government, or local emergency
responders.
Read a newspaper or ADRA news report (go to www.adra.org) concerning a recent disaster and discuss some important things to keep in mind
when responding to a disaster or emergency.
Explain what the letters “ADRA” stand for and which letter describes
ADRA’s role as a disaster responder.
Describe at least one of these disaster response organizations and how
it can work with ADRA during an emergency:
a.
b.
c.
d.

6.

Hurricane/Typhoon/Cyclone
Tornado
Floods
Earthquake
Tsunami
Fires
War/Civil conflict

Red Cross
Adventist Community Services (ACS) in the U.S.
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
World Food Programme (WFP)

Explain the role of the government when a disaster occurs and identify
the key government agency in your nation that manages emergency
response.
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Disaster Response Advanced
Level

Year

Originating Institution

2

2009

General Conference

Requirements
1.

Describe the underlying causes of each of these disaster scenarios and
give a recent example of at least six and its impact on a community or
country. Point to at least one in which ADRA responded.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.

2.

3.

4.
5.

6.

Hurricane/Typhoon/Cyclone
Tornado
Floods
Drought
Earthquake
Tsunami
Fires
Volcanic eruption
War/Civil conflict

The four stages of managing a disaster or emergency include: 1) Planning and Mitigation, 2) Preparedness, 3) Response, 4) Recovery. In your
own words, describe to your instructor what each of these terms mean
and why they are important.
Preparedness is key during a disaster. If you were to build a home disaster kit, describe to your instructor what items you would include. Discuss
the advantages of choosing battery over electricity-powered items, and
non-perishable over perishable foods.
Draw the floor plan of where you live. Think about what you should do
in three of the disasters listed in question #1. Design an escape route for
your house and discuss it with your instructor and family.
Find three stories in the Bible that involved natural disasters or political
emergencies. Put yourself in the place of the people in the stories and
describe how those events would affect you. Also, briefly discuss how
the people in the stories got through the difficult times.
Give a short report at your Pathfinder Club about what you learned
about disasters and disaster preparedness. You can do this through a
presentation, skit, short video, or any method that will best convey what
you learned.
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Hunger Relief
Level

Year

Originating Institution

1

2005

General Conference

Requirements
1.
2.

3.

4.
5.

Find a news report on the topic of world hunger and discuss with your
Pathfinder Club unit what steps are being taken to reduce hunger in the
area featured in the story.
Listen to a person who directs food distribution in your area, including a
church, community center, soup kitchen, etc. Find out about the people
they serve, causes of food needs in the community, and how they meet
these needs. Share your findings with your instructor.
Describe the causes of hunger in your country. You can do this by writing
a short essay, doing a presentation, skit, or producing a one-minute
video. Present this at your school, civic group, Pathfinder Club, or at
church.
Collect food items for the local community food bank or food distribution
center, or if this is not possible select a family that needs assistance and
bring the items to them.
Visit a food bank, food distribution center, or soup kitchen and volunteer
to assist the staff. This can be done with your Pathfinder group or unit.
Talk with the staff to find out how the food is gathered and what some
of the challenges are in finding food to distribute.
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Literacy
Level

Year

Originating Institution

2

2009

General Conference

Requirements
1.
2.
3.
4.

Define the term “literacy.”
Research and briefly describe how two or three organizations in your
community or country promote literacy or provide literacy services to
children and adults.
Write a paragraph explaining why literacy is important.
Complete three of the following activities:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

5.

Help someone read a small book or short story.
Read a short story to a group of young children and discuss it with them
afterward.
Make 10 flash cards with simple words and illustrations or pictures and give
them to someone who is learning how to read.
Read several chapters from the Bible to an elderly person you know who is
blind or unable to read. This can be done in one visit or several visits.
Give a five-minute presentation in your school or Sabbath school or church
on what you learned about literacy.

Choose three words and explain to your instructor how you would teach
someone what the words mean and how to spell them.
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Refugee Resettlement
Level

Year

Originating Institution

2

2009

General Conference

Requirements
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

6.

Describe some general causes as to why refugees move to other
countries. Also, define the terms refugee, internally displaced person
(IDP), and immigrant, and explain how these words are similar or
different.
List the immediate needs that a refugee may have when they arrive in
their new country. Describe how you would feel if you were suddenly
faced with a new language, culture, and environment.
Find out what organizations in your community, country, or the world
assist refugees and IDPs.
Describe in a short paragraph how you would help a refugee or IDP in
your community.
Ask a person from another country that lives in your community how
they adjusted to their new environment. Have that person describe the
challenges and contrasts they experienced during the process of settling
into their community.
Give a short report at your Pathfinder Club, church, school, or civic group
about what you learned about refugees and IDPs and the challenges
they face. You can do this through a presentation, skit, short video,
or any method that will best convey your findings. Discuss why it
is important to be aware of the refugee situation and to try to find
solutions to this issue.
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