Albania: Earthquake Response
Situation Report No 5 (as of January 26, 2020)
HIGHLIGHTS
- 175 individual counseling sessions, 23 group therapy
sessions, 36 sessions with couples, and 34 family
consultations with adults in Bubq, Thumana and Fushe Kruja
and 181 cases of emotional support for adults.
- 80 individual counseling sessions, 50 group therapy, 23
psycho social sessions, 35 art therapy, 21 supplementary
classes with children and 63 cases emotional support for
children in Bubq, Thumana and Fushe Kruja areas.
- 20 families supported with Humanitarian aid packages
donated by Amazon in cooperation with Teleperformance
Albania;
- 20 families in Bubq with hygienic materials, heaters and
blankets from private donor;
- 10 families from Bubq were supported with medicaments
from Farma Tech and Farma Cream
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SITUATION OVERVIEW
Information on the Emergency
th

Tuesday, 26 of November 2019, the earthquake hit
Albania with a 6.4 magnitude at 3:54 AM local time. The
epicenter was in the Adriatic Sea, 12 km west-southwest
of Mamuras and 30 km west of the capital, Tirana. The
maximum perceived intensity was VIII (severe) on the
Modified Mercalli intensity scale (MMI). It was followed by
a second earthquake of a 5,4 magnitude at 7:10 AM with
the epicenter around Durrës, 34 km northwest of Tirana
(Source: GDACS, USGS). So far, 52 fatalities and 3,000
injured recovering in hospitals are reported.

Humanitarian situation
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1.15 billion Euros (grants, projects and loans)
collected for rebuilding Albania after the
November 26 earthquake during the Conference
of Donors held in February 2020.
Government is preparing a database of the
damaged houses, encouraging families to apply
in an online platform.
Few families are still dislocated from their houses
in Thumana and placed in Fushe Kruja or else.
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Gaps in Humanitarian Assistance
People affected by the deadly earthquake and the
aftershocks have received support from the government,
NGOs and businesses. However, gaps exist in the
humanitarian assistance by all involved actors.
•
•

Coordination meetings between NGOs are rare
which lead to overlapping efforts.
Families are still struggling to fulfill the documents
to profit from rental bonus (most of them lack the
document of property).

ADRA’s RESPONSE
Needs Assessment
Main Findings:
ADRA Albania’s main findings after visiting the damaged
areas in the administrative units of Fushë-Kruja, Kruja,
Bubq and Thumanë are:
•

2 buildings, 1 public school demolished in
Thumana

•

Thumana

Public
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afternoon reduced hours shifts: currently children
from a village in Borizana whose school is
demolished are attending school in Thumana.
•

Coastal hotels in Shen Gjin and Durres no longer
accommodate people from affected areas.

•

16 Roma families with 80 members (adults and
children) are hosted into containers provided from
Open Society Foundation. Porta Rome, an NGO
empowered by ADRA in taking over the relief
efforts with this community.

•

400 houses are still not accessible in Bubq, as a
result people continue living into tents.

•

Public school in Bubq is demolished

•

Children from Bubq attend the afternoon shifts
reduced hours in Fushe Kruja public school.

•

Lower school performance of children in school
compared to the period prior to the earthquake,
and high risk to drop out due to afternoon shifts
and long distance.

•

Need to address the school performance and
drop out risk through supplementary classes and
other mechanisms Adra Albania has been using
in the previous projects.

Methodology:
ADRA Albania assessed the needs and damages based
on the information given by the field staff in Krujë Region,
formal and informal meetings with the Municipality of
Krujë, observations and visits in the Roma and Egyptian
communities and with the families from majority.
The target groups who were assisted are selected based
on the following criteria:
•
•
•
•
•

People whose homes are destroyed
Adults and children who show signs of trauma
People with poor economic conditions
Coming from the areas where ADRA Albania has
implemented its projects
Coming
from
disadvantaged
minorities
accordingly with the National Action Plan for the
Integration of Roma and Egyptians in the
Republic of Albania 2016-2020.

Locations: Thumanë, Fushë-Kruja, Bubq, Kruja,

Larushk and administrative units, no. 8, 6 in Tirana
Currently ADRA Albania is conducting a baseline
assessment in these harmed areas to assess their living
conditions and vision for the future.
Dates:
21st – 24th of February 2020 – meeting with Thomas
Petracek at the premises of ADRA Albania office. During
his visits Mrs. Petracek had the chance to supervise the
activities of the emergency response project, and Check
of Project Network budget expenditures, procurement,
accounting.
22nd of February 2020 – meeting between ADRA EU (Mr
Petracek) ADRA Albania and EU delegation
representatives in the frame of emergency response.
January – February 2020 – regular weekly coordination
meetings at UNICEF. During these coordination meetings
to each NGO was given a limited time to report the
intervention so far and what has been done in the field of
Child Protection. ADRA Albania still continues to be part
of the coordination meetings organized by UNICEF
alongside with other NGOs who have been active during
the humanitarian emergency response.
Based on the capacities of ADRA and its resources the
intervention targets:
- 85 children and 40 parents in Thumana
- 100 children and 50 parents in Bubq village
- 80 Roma + 100 from majority in Fushe Kruja
- 100 people in Kruja

ADRA’s Response Activities
So far, ADRA Albania has received support from ADRA
Network supporters through an emergency fund of
147,194 US Dollar. Apart from the funds, the ADRA
Network is helping in this emergency intervention with
guidance, capacity building and funds.
Other donors have been Amazon& Teleperfomance
Albania, Farma Cream and Farma Tech which supported
the targeted communities with hygiene packages,
medicaments and other facilities.
ADRA Albania has intervened directly after the
occurrence of the earthquake and is still working in the
field with the affected communities and people through its
program.
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The response activities conduced so far by the ADRA
Albania team includes support through:
3 certified psychologists from ADRA Albania and 5 social
workers are conducting regular daily visits with the
earthquake affected communities in Thumanë, Kruja,
Fushe Kruja, Bubq and Larushk
to assess their
psychological situation, then to continue with the Psycho
social and emotional support.
The sessions are held in improvised PSS-centers,
Schools and Community Centers, and offered by
professional psychologists and social workers.
Apart from the ADRA Albania team members, 2
Volunteers trained by the European Union, 1 by Slovak
Aid, 2 by ADRA Germany have contributed during the
project activities with distribution of aids, documenting the
action and supporting in the assessment and reporting
process.
Number of people treated, starting from January
– February 2020:

projects “Return to Thrive” and “Positive Family
environment for the Education of Roma and Egyptian
children”
3. Conduct 2 Summer camps for children: Two
summer camps are planned for June 2020; one for
children from Kruja and Fushë-Kruja and one for
children from Bubq and Thumanë. The camps aim at
enabling children to develop their social skills,
relationships and a sense of belonging. The peer
support encouraged within the sociability classes for
children and social workshops for adults is an
important factor towards fighting against postearthquake shock, isolation and despair, so
commonly faced after the disaster.
4. Train in emergency response the school teachers
and young activists.
4. Lobby to the Municipality of Krujë to coordinate the
humanitarian actions with other partners (NGOs and
Businesses);

1. Fushe Kruja : 310 children and 40 adults
2. Thumana administrative unit: 425 children and
40 adults
3. Bubq administrative unit: 271 children and 93
adults

Future plans / actions:
1. Continuation of Psychosocial Support (PSS):
a) continue to offer direct PSS to the affected people,
community visits, art and games, group and individual
therapy sessions.
b) implement 4 excursions with children accompanied
by their school teachers or parents
2. Supplementary classes: Besides counseling, the
project aims to strengthen the literacy, numeracy and
social skills of Roma and non -Roma children. These
classes will be designed for the children who are
hosted in hotels or gyms to facilitate their integration
in school and make school a friendlier environment to
them. The implementation of the supplementary
classes serves to the continuation of our long-term

Funding Opportunities
Funding opportunities are being explored with the
German Federal Foreign Office (German Embassy)
through ADRA Germany, DG ECHO through the EU
delegation office in Albania, other embassies, UNICEF
through weekly reports and meetings with them, UNDP
and the ADRA Network of which most of the offices have
expressed their desire to contribute in terms of funds.
Additionally, ADRA Albania has published its Bank
accounts in its official webpage and social media
platforms for private donors who are interested to
contribute to the development and implementation of the
humanitarian project.

RESPONSE COORDINATION
Coordination with other Organizations
ADRA Albania has been coordinating its intervention with
other stakeholders.

Cluster Meetings
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Date: 21 – 24 January 2020 Meeting with representative
of ADRA EU (Mr. Petracek)

Adra along with Teleperformance and Amazon have

Date: 22 January 2020 meeting the representatives from
the EU delegation to inform them about ADRA
intervention and discover opportunities for future funding.

We are also supporting them psychologically and socially

distributed in the Bubq area.
every day. Of course they still need a lot of help but we
are happy to see that in a way we helped this family to live

Date: January – February 2020 coordination meetings
organized and leaded by UNICEF with the presence of
active NGOs in emergency response.

in better conditions.
Human Sotry of Kleivsa Prushi:

CONSTRAINTS
Security Constraints
The local authorities have been fully engaged in creating
an online database of all the damaged houses. It is hard
to organize meeting or get Intel from them at this moment.

One of the children we have worked with is Klevisa
Prushi. She lives in Larushk with her family. Klevisa is 11
years old in 6th grade and attends "Hajdar Hoxha" school
in Larushk. Klevisa comes from a poor family that is
affected by the earthquake. At the beginning of our
psychosocial support intervention Klevisa was a very
quiet girl with a introvert personality, especially after the

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Media
Humanitarian assistance published to ADRA Albania
official website www.adraalbania.org and social media
platforms such as Facebook and Instagram.

earthquake. She had experienced the earthquake in
November very badly and still feels bad about it. Klevisa
participated in the group counseling we developed at the
school she attends, as we identified her through the
individual counseling we developed. At the beginning
Klevisa did not want to participate in the discussions and
topics developed in the classroom or to share her

Quotes

thoughts with the rest of the class either. As we conducted

Human story of Shkelzen Zela:

group counseling with her peers, it seemed that Klevisa

One of the families that we have been working with,

began to become more interested in the discussions,

learned about their difficulties and their current situation

games, and activities we were conducting in the

is Shkelzen Zela's family. Their home is completely

classroom. She even seemed more willing to become part

destroyed and the way they are living is miserable.

of the classes sharing her thoughts with the rest of the

Shkelzen is the father of 2 infants children who need to be

class. Now she seems more energetic and happy. Klevisa

taken care of. His children are of a very young age: a 3

also said that she is excited to attend ADRA classes.

months old boy and a 12 months old girl. The inability to
move to another house has made this family stay in a tent
for more than 2 months. Staying in the tent is very difficult
because of the bad weather conditions.
Shkelze’s family was supported throught ADRA with

The next SitRep will be circulated on:

extra beds , food packages, blankets and heaters that
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COUNTRY DIRECTOR

REPORT PREPARED BY

Altin Rexhepi

Kristi Qendro

Email: info@adra.al

Email: kristi.qendro@adra.al

Skype: altinloran

Skype: kristiqendro1

Mobile: +355 67 202 6039

Mobile: +355 67 409 2841

Office: +355 68 586 0507

Office: +355 68 586 0507

Physical Address: Muhamet Gjollesha Nr. 4,
PO BOX 2403 1000 Tirana, Albania

Physical Address: Muhamet Gjollesha Nr. 4,
PO BOX 2403 1000 Tirana, Albania

EMERGENCY RESPONSE COORDINATOR (ERC)

REGIONAL EMERGENCY COORDINATOR (REC)

First and Last Name
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Email: Name.Name@ADRA .org.xx
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Skype: Skype Name Goes Here
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Physical Address:

Physical Address:
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